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FASTING FOR THE POOR. FEASTING FOR THE RICH. 





lo attack by ridtcule those who are reckless of censure, to enliven by wit those who are depressed by sorrow, to dispel the fear of contagion by the force 
of humour, and expose the machinations of rascality by the medium of satire. To gibhet the enemies of the People, whether they wear the garb of Whig 
or Tory, touncloak the humbugs of the day, whether of the State, the Stocks, St. Stephens, or the Stage; in short, to form a weekly compendium of wit 
und wisdom, pun and pleasantry, politics and prophecy, satire and sentiment. 
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Price ONE PENNY. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1832. 





, 2. Only one person in the realm shall, in future, have the 
arrangements of the berths. Lord Howe applied, but 

was instantly refused. 
3. That no Newcastle collier can, under any pretence, be 


considered a King’s ship. 


3 The following ships are already manned and Commanders 
3 A fas appointed : 
Dei RS PD 1. The Brazen, 26 guns, Captain Croker ; she’s a bad sailor, 
os Cy PM i (7 TN made of Irish timber, her guns are brass. 
. 3 if) j ™~ Gis >) r . . — Nee oo a : . 7 ’ . ; * 
ss Or oy \ NR A Ci Ro AAI ISS 2. The Camelion, (a sloop) 10 guns, Sir Robert Peel; she 
BON A ce og Ne | SS as has been often painted, in fact, has changed her eolour 


continually, carries cotton for ballast. 

3. The Clarence, 84 guns, Earl of Munster: a fine vessel 
with a noble commander, who is unfortunately subject 
to Fits. 

4. The Cumberland, 74 guns, a convict hulk ; some whispers 
of a captain ; destination, bottomless pit. 

5. The Favorite, (a sloop,) Lord John Russell; carries for 


ballast the petitions of the people; cargo, the Reform 
we have had political sailors, place-hunting mariners, and Bill 
the high character of our tars has disappeared with their pig- ; 





THE NAVY anp MARITIME FORCE or ENGLAND. 
—— 
Our Navy has degenerated since the days of Lord Howe ; 


The Griper, an old hulk, worn out; Lord Eldon com- 
mander, in a very crazy condition, expected to go down 
The Jackdaw, (a cutter,) Captain Henry Hunt, carrie, 
black colours. 

The Crocodile, Captain Spencer Perceval; this vessel is 
short of stores, her upper works are deranged. 


tails. The nautical spirit is reviving, and towards this de- 


sirable consummation some steps have been taken, viz. 


“JI 


NEW ORDERS. 


3? 


4. To prevent grumbling, no Croakers are to be suffered | 8. 
in the Admiralty 
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9. The Implacable, Duke of Newcastle, a slave ship. 


—- ee 


These were somewhat like our Magazines, and were gene- 


, . ; . ¢ 7 Os << 2 sma’? ne ills iti 2 iW« 
10. The Investigator, Captain Hume, employing for cutting rally called ‘‘ Mercurius :” as Mercurius Politicus, Mercurius 


out the enemies squadron. 
11. The Northumberland. 
unfit for the King’s service, it narrowly escaped being 
burnt lately. 
12 The Pickle. Prince George of Cumberland. 
13. The Powerful. 
14. The Rattlesnake. 


Lord Brougham. 
Lord Warncliffe. 


Rusticus, and one of them, in 1644, appeared under the odd 
This is a wretched old vessel, | title of Mercurius Fumigosus, or the Smoking Nocturnal. 


The number of these publication, from the year 1642 to 
1660, amounted to 156!! 

The public Intelligencer, commencing 3lst of August 1662 
there were up to (1688,with the Gazette,which has continued 


regularly, as at present, from November 7, 1665,) seventy 


only by Captain King ; an attempted mutiny among the 


In the reign of Queen Anne, there were in 1709, 18 weekly 


junior officers was discovered, aud frustrated by the | papers published, of which, however, only one was adaily, 


vigilance of the commander. 

16. The Royal Willtam, 120 guns; the finest ship in the 
service, the very monarch of the sea, expected to do 
wonders when brought into action. 

17. The Waterloo, Captain Wellington ; 
done good service, but is now laid up as being crazy 
in her timbers. 
up. 

In addition to these appointments, Lord Nugent is named 


The crew is endeavouring to patch her 


for the Leviathan; Dawson for the Viper, and the Marquis 
of Chandos for the Wasp. 

The crew of the Royal William are picked men; Stanley 
cons the vessel ; the mate is a good-un, Althorpe’s purser, 
Grey, pilot, &c. &c. 

SHIP NEWS. 


A meeting occurred off St. Stephen’s lately: one Charles 


Stewart, rated as a landsman, was flogged for insulting his | 


superior officer. Plunkett, the boatswain’s mate, handled the 
cat. The old commodore hearing that disobeying orders and 
neglect of duty was prevalent among some swabs, has been 
down to the Nore to set all things to rights, and having 


given a castigation to the ringleaders all is now quiet. 


THE PRESS AS IT WAS. 


Persons are every where exclaiming at the rage that at 
present exists for Newspapers and Periodicals, but, it will be 
seen by the following extract, that even two hundred years 
since London was not in want of diurnal prints. 

‘The London Gazette commenced the 7th of November 
1665; it was first called the Oxford Gazette, from its being 
printed there during a session of Parliament, held there on 
account of the Plague. Antecedent to this period, Sir Roger 
L'Estrange published the first daily newspaper in England. 

With the long Parliaments originated appeals to the people : 
by accounts of their proceedings, these appeared periodically, 
from the first of them, called ‘* Diurnal occurrences of Parlia- 
ment,” the 3rd of November 1641, to the restoration. 


— 


the London Courant. 
In the reign of George Ist. (1774), there were published 
3 daily, 6 weekly, and 10 evening papers, 3 times a week. 


In the late reign (Geo. 2nd.) there were published of News- 


this vessel has | papers, in London and in all England, 


In 1753 
Iu 1760 


And in the reign of Geo. 3rd. 


9,164,790 


1790 14,035,639 
1791] 114,794,153 
1792 13,005,760 


In 1792, there were published in London, 13 daily, 20 
evening, and 9 weekly papers. 

In the country 70, and in Scotland 1-4 country papers. 

We turn from this to 


THE PRESS AS IT IS. 


We resume this subject, maugre the offence it appears to 
give to afew of the gentlemen who wish to conceal their 
connexion with, or real situation on the press. We do not pub- 
lish this information from any illnatured motive, but froma 
wish that those who exert such an influenceover the minds of 
the public should be known, if their deeds are laudible they 
need not shrink from publicity, if otherwise they deserve 
exposure. 

THE TIMES. 


The leading Journal publishes about four million papers 


annually, i. e.: nearly 13,000 per day; the advertisements, 
(except when the parliamentary business is very heavy) 
seldom fall short of 500, and has sometimes exceeded a thou- 


sand daily. 

THe Epitors, Mr. Barnes of Nelson Square, (a very 
corpulent well-looking gentleman), and Mr. Murray. 

Mr. ALSAGE does the city business. 


| Mr. LAwsonis the printer, but Mr. HarRISON is the activ: 
director of this department. 


Mr. STERLING and Mr. 


management. 


Hicks, have departments of 


(The Parliamentary reporters will form a separate article.) 
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The Police Reporters. 


I 


Bow Street. Mr. Archbold, (an Irish gentleman whose 
reports are never disgraced by personalities), his person is 
petite. 

Mansion House. Mr. T. Haynes, (an Irishman rising six 
feet, a scholar and a gentleman. ) 

QUEEN Square. Mr. Smith, (a dark thin man), who has 
been much abroad, and is a respectable and _ intelligent 
reporter. 

Union Hau. Mr. E. Haynes, an officer on half pay, a 
tall, powerful, and gentlemanly person. 

A great number of foreign correspondents are connected 
With this paper, and when any thing extraordinary occurs 
abroad, it is not unusual to send a reporter to the station. 
During the late wars they had sloops at different parts of the 
globe employed exclusively to obtain and transmit intelligence 
in which they have frequently anticipated government. 

Their provincial intelligence is generally gleaned from 
country newspapers or forwarded by the editors of such pro- 
ductions, but on particular occasions, as riots, trials, &c. &e. 
they send reporters from town and receive reports express, 
without the slightest regard to expense. Moore, the poet, had 
a salary of 5001. a year from this journal, ard furnished the 
political poetry, that adorned its columns 3 or 4 years since, 
he has considerable influence with the proprietors and some 
of the reporters obtained their situation through his intro- 
duction. 

Casual Reporters. 

This class have been degraded by the term, ‘“‘ penny-a- 
liners,’ remuneration was never yet a test of talent, and the 
mode in which these individuals are paid, may be disgraceful 
to the press of the country, but cannot be so to themselves. 
The Times pay three half-pence per line for casual reports, 
and trifling as this appears in detail, it forms a large aggregate, 
each column at this rate amounting to Il. Ils. Dr. Johnson 
was the first penny-a-liner on record, and in our own day, 
Mr. Perry, late of the Morning Chronicle, Mr-Sydney Taylor, 
now editor of the Morning Herald, Mr. Alsage, of the times, 
Mr. Young, editor and proprietor of the Sun, Mr. Samuel 
Smith editor of the Weekly Dispatch, and Dowling, editor of 
Bell’s Life in London, all enjoyed the enviable title of ‘* pen- 


ny-a-line men.” 


THE NEW FIGARO AND FIGARO IN LONDON. 


We have received two letters, one from a youth calling 
himself “‘ Gilbert a Becket,” the other from a person signing 
‘“H. Mayhew,” complaining of our assertion that the Thea- 
trical articles in the Figaro in London were written by the 


latter individual. ™M. states that ‘* he is not in the smallest 
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degree concerned in the writing of Figaro in London.” B. says, 
‘* Mr. Mayhew has never written a single line in it.” 

H. Mayhew has written us an uncivil note which we for- 
give—for ignorant men when irritated naturally do these 
things ;---moreover, we can readily conceive that any creature 
with the semblances of respectability would shrink from 
acknowledging himself as author of the mean, cowardly, and 
impudent personalities contained. in the theatrical portion of 
Figaro in London---personalities, aimed invariably at the poor 
and unprotected. With regard to the corroboration of G. a 
Beckett, has not Mr. Mayhew any lawyer in his family who 
can inform him that an accomplice cannot be evidence for 
the accused, though he often is catled as a witness against 
him ¢ 

To Mr. Mayhew we wish to say nothing offensive. Of 
the Figaro we did not wish to speak at all ; ¢¢ threw the first 
stone. As regards Mr. Beckett’s assertion, that M. does not 
write for it, and that he (G. B.) solely edits it, those whe 
know what reliance ts to be placed on this gentleman's asser- 
tion will believe or disbelieve according to their gullible 
capacities ¢ 

And now, a word or two on his own account, to George 
a Beckett, of 3, Staple’s Inn, sole editor of the Figaro in 
London. 
we took our title from the source whence he stole his, from 


He accuses us of prorating the title of his work . 
—the French Figaro. The words ‘‘in London”, are the only 


original portions of Aes title; they are untouched by us, 


S 
G.a B. we are told, asserts that he is a minor; this may be 
an excuse for want of cash to meet a hill, but is none for 
He has failed in all. 


his puny efforts until, by chance, he hit upon the Figaro, (in 


want of talent to conduct a periodical. 


which he prates of fifty-thousand, and really sells nearly 
five:) of that production we do not wish to speak dispa- 
ragingly. We may exist by our own merits, we cannot by 
depreciating his; its great error is its insufferable egotism, 
which is a weak imitation of Blackwood’s worst peculiarity 
We say to George a Beckett, as Brougham did to Londonderry 
(feeling that the difference between us is as great as that 
between them, for ass as he is, Londonderry has many 
qualities G. a B. cannot boast of:) we say in the words of 
the Chancellor, “If you will leave us alone, we will leave 
you alone ;” and we also say, persevere in your ignorance, 
egotism, and dullness much longer, and the pudlie will leave 
you alone. 
EDITOR OF THE NEw FIGARO: 
P.S. Since writing the above, we have been told that 
one of the letters in question is a forgery, as Mr. G. a Beckett 
is unable to write. If this be true, we hope he is also unable 
to read, in which case, this article cannot be to him a subject 


of annovance. 


. 
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THEATRICALS. 
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Pavilion and Garrick Theatres. 


We have been to Whitechapel! yes, we have penetrated 
into this terra incognita to Christians, it is a thing folks may 


do once; therefore to kill two birds with one stone, we visited 


a couple of theatres in the evening. 


say little ; there appears an effort to produce novelty, which 
Above 


all we do most especially enter our protest against the swag- 


is creditable, but the pieces are crude and undigested. 


gering impudent style of a man called Freer, an especial 
favourite of the Whitechapel Butchers, who clapped their 
If to 
know very little of the author, to deliver that little (with 


greasy hands in perfect rapture whenever he appeared. 


extemporaneous addition), in one continued roar, to stamp 
and stare, to catch np the last words of every actor and ac- 


tress, so as to prevent their makingeffects, orgetting applause’ 


be good acting, then Mr. F. is a good actor. but 


things do not constitute that character, then rfarewell M. F. 


for these are your only claims to distinction. 


At the Garrick we saw Dowton, ‘‘that good old soul would 


fain look cheery in the house’s gloom ;” the ‘“‘domus was shy,” 


as the technical term is, but he acted Sir Robert Bramble ad- 


mirably; Marston was a good Frederick, and Macart hy a 


talented Ollapod : 
must say that the female troops are the least effective in the 


but the ladies, ‘faye there’s the rub,” we 


corps. 


Notions of Nobility. 
Why are the Lords anti-reformers ? 
Because they belong to the no-hil-i-ty. 
An excuse for Bigamy. 
A Mr. Jacobs was fully committed for trial, charged with 
having two wives more than are allowed by law; his father 
exclaimed, ‘‘they’ll never punish him, it’s not his fault, he 


was addicted to marrying from a boy,” 


Queries. 
Isa Stara Sky-licht é 
Can a negro be considered a man of ght character? 
Are a pair of braces four ? 
Is a ditty sung to a band, a banditty? 


Is a vocalist singing a new song, in a state of nu-dittz. 


Conundrums. 
When does utter resemble Irish children ? 
When its made into little pats. 
Why is a lawyer like an accused criminal ? 
Because he stands at the Bar. 
Why is a packed jury like a bundle of cigars? 
Because each are packed on a box. 
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Of the pavilion we would 


if these 
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Why was Lord Wynnford when at the bar, so much sought 


after ! 
Because he was the best lawyer. 



























It is a curious fact, that in 1718, Geo, Ist, fitted up the hall 
at Hampton Court as a theatre, and after its being opened on 
the 23rd of September with Hamlet, asecond represen tation 
took place on the first of October, when Shakespeare’s Henry 
Sth, or the Fall of Wolsey, was performed on the very spot 


which had been the scene of his greatest splendour. 


A case of Burking that the Press omitted. 

Sir Walter Scott in his Guy Mannering, Vol. 3, p. 330, has 
the following lines; it is rather surprising that they escaped 
notice during the burking mania, ‘‘ There is one case upon re- 
cord, Torrence and Waldie, they were, you remember, resur- 
rection women, who had promised to procure a child’s body 
for some Being upon honor to their em- 
ployer, rather than disappoint the 


students, they stole a live child, murdered it, and sold the 


young surgeons. 
evening lecture of the 
body for three shillings and sixpence. They were hanged for 


the murder.’’ 


ee ee 





NOTICE, 

Having received a notice from the Great Men in authority, that our 
work is a newspaper within the meaning of the statute, and if we con- 
tinued to publish it, we and those who sold it would become liable to 
a prosecution, we therefore most respectfully inform our readers that 
in future the New Figaro will form a part of the Weekly Visitor, under 
the title of the Literary Union: combining the Weekly Visitor and 
the New Figaro in one publication. We have other reasons than the 
fear of law proceedings, for this arrangement, the principal one is, 
we consider that four pages of large print similar to the Figarom 
London and the new Figaro, is not (according to the present state of 
things), sufficientin quantity for the price. ‘The Literary Union, 
will contain eight Quarto pages, divided into 16 columns of sma/l 


and closely printed letter with numerous Engravings for 


pre SS, 


One Penny. 


THE LONDON SPY. 


The first number of a new volume is published this day, 
March 31, embellished with Hogarth’s celebrated pictures of 
Marriage a-la-mode, Inthe typographical arrangement of the 
future numbers, great improvement will be made, it will be 
so managed, that the numbers when formed into volumes, 
will have no appearance of being published in detached parts, 
each number will be stereotyped, sothat there will be always 
a certainty of being able to procure any lost numbers to per- 
fect sets. The proprietors, however, would strongly recom- 
mend them to be purchased weekly, as they issue from the 
press, the first impression of the engravings being always su- 
perior to those printed afterwards. Monthly parts stitched in 
a neat wrapper, will be ready on the first of each month, 
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Printed for the Proprietors by J. Vian, 48, Holywell Street, Strand, to whom 
all communications are to be addressed, post paid, 

Sold by Berger, Holywell-street ; Steil, Paternoster-row; Purkiss, War- 
dour-street, and all the Booksellers in the world 








